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TIME TO FLY
by Dawn Grieco,
Program Manager
We’re celebrating
another Oaks
p r o g r a m
graduate!From
the moment she
left Chester
County Prison,
we could see the Congratulations, Laurie
Lord making a way
for Laurie in her time of need. When
a living arrangement with a friend
fell apart, Laurie was homeless with
nowhere to turn.
She met Oxford-local and Onesimus
chairman, Vernon Myers, who
immediately remembered the Oaks
and knew that it would be just the
right place to help Laurie get back
on her feet.
(Cont’d on page 2)
MARCIA UPTON is our newest Financial
Counselor. We asked her
to introduce herself in
this edition:
I’m married to Ben,
and we are the
parents of Joy
Elizabeth, 7, and
Benjamin Luke 4. I’m
having lots of fun in
this stage of their
lives as they are
starting new school activities and
becoming more independent but still
like to cuddle with their momma.
I’ve been working as a financial
advisor with Thrivent for three years
and own my own practice in
Oxford. Prior to that I worked in
Corporate Training and Learning &
Development.
The flexibility of my profession, an
organization that encourages me to
Live Generously in my local
community, and a supportive spouse
who loves to cook, allow me to
spend my free time doing fun things
providing financial literacy to children
and adults.
I connected with the Oaks Ministry
through Robin Martin on Facebook. I
also spent time Cont’d on page 2)

VIEW FROM THE TOP
by Robin Martin, President

Spring/Summer 2022

ACORNS

We are blessed to now have a
Program Manager to work
alongside of me, helping do the
things for this ministry that I am
not trained to do. God sent a “Gift”
in Dawn Grieco. Dawn worked
under the umbrella of the Oaks
Ministry for six months on a
volunteer basis to complete her
courses at the Billy Graham Center
at Wheaton College.
One of the objectives of the course
was to design a ministry strategic
plan. Our Board had just discussed
the need for this at our June 26th
annual meeting, when Dawn
contacted me in early July unaware
of that discussion. I immediately
knew that God was once again
supplying a need.
While hiking on vacation in New
York in July, I lost consciousness,
fell, and ended up with seven
staples in my head. After that
incident, I realized the need for
someone to come alongside me to
learn this ministry. Had I gone to
be with our Lord, no one I knew
was prepared to pick up where I
left off to keep the Ministry running
smoothly. (Cont’d on page 2)

Thank you to the 40+
people who joined us
for prayer and worship
night for the Oaks
Ministry! It was
wonderful to unite our
hearts in prayer
together! We want to
do this again in the
future. In the
meantime please
remember The Oaks
Ministry in your
personal prayers.

We are blessed and grateful to have
been selected as one of 12 businesses
and organizations to receive the
Business Improvement Grant from
the Oxford Chamber of Commerce.
This grant allowed us
to improve security
in and around the
Oaks residences.

🔒🔑
Robin Martin, Oaks
Ministry President,
thanks
and
recommends
Michael Amersek,
owner of
VPP
Security, who
installed our new
security system.
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MARCIA UPTION (Cont’d from page 1)
with House Manager Kate Fultz during Waterway’s community
classroom in the fall of 2020.
When Robin asked if I could help last fall, I wasn’t sure where I
would find the time, but God has a way of working things out.
Each night I ask God to send me people to serve, and God was
providing!
I’m energized to see people understand how God desires us to
use our finances to His Glory. Money can be a tool, test, or
testimony. The testimonies I hear amaze me and am thankful for
the opportunity to play a small role providing financial education,
accountability, and coaching to the Oaks guests.

A life devoted to things is a dead life, a stump;
a God-shaped life is a flourishing tree.
Proverbs 11:28

RETREAT REPEAT
Oaks returns to Sandy Cove for a
Women's Weekend this Spring!!!! Last
year, this was such a special blessing
to our residents, mentors and leaders,
that it calls for a repeat.
If you would like to contribute to the cost for our
residents to attend this retreat, simply mark “Sandy
Cove” in the memo line of your donation.
As our ministry expands, we expect to increase our
paid staff. In addition, there are rising expenses for
training materials, two houses, two vehicles,
counseling services, training, ministry promotion,
advertising, printing and mailing.
W e w e l c om e d on a t i on s a t ou r w e b s i t e
oxfordoaksministry.com OR mail to The Oaks
Ministry, 290 Bethel Rd, Oxford, PA 19363.

Thank you for your generous support!

THE OAKS MINISTRY
290 Bethel Road
Oxford, PA 19363

Hope
Healing &
Restoration

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

In a Christ-centered residential
environment for women in need.

NEED: A SMALL SUV-TYPE VEHICLE WITH HIGH SEATING & EASY ACCESS FOR A RESIDENT GRADUATING SOON
VIEW FROM THE TOP (Cont’d from page 1)

TIME TO FLY (Cont’d from page 1)

Having worked with Dawn on a volunteer basis
for six months, I knew that God had called her
to the position of Program Manager. She shares
my love for God and for the population God has
called us to serve.
Dawn is a breath of fresh air as she inspires me
with fresh ideas. She understands the vision we
have for the ministry and has the skills to make
it happen. I can't praise God enough for his
provision, His love and how He continues to
show up just when we need Him.
I am also thankful for each one of you and the
role you play in this Ministry. You too are a “Gift”
from God!

Connections were made, and last spring Laurie settled in
at Oaks 2. She quickly found employment, received a
bike to get around, and connected into a local church
with her mentor Claudia.
In addition to working with the Oaks financial advisor,
Marcia Upton, Laurie partnered with Open Hearth and
made great progress toward her financial goals.
After one year with the Oaks, Laurie is well on her way
to achieving her goal of having a place for her and her
mother to live long-term. She leaves Oaks with a
renewed sense of purpose and stability, and our prayer
is that she continues to follow after Christ in obedience.

May the Lord bless you and keep you Laurie…
we can't wait to watch you soar!

